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Negative Influence of War Disasters on Firefighting
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Abstract

The primary principle of firefighting is to ensure personal safety. Therefore,
before initiating rescue operations, firefighters will assess the risks posed by the
disaster environment as much as possible to successfully accomplish the rescue
mission. In the daily handling of disasters by firefighting units, firefighters face
hazards arising from both human-made and natural factors. Such disasters are
typically caused by accidents. In the case of special human-made disasters like
terrorist attacks, firefighters will also carry out rescue operations in relatively safe
conditions after military or police units have eliminated or controlled the perpetrators.
Hence, they do not directly face malicious attacks. However, during times of war,
cities and infrastructure are exposed within the range of the opposing forces' attacks.
Once these residential areas and large facilities are hit, they can result in massive
disasters. Moreover, facing unpredictable methods, intervals, and frequencies of
attacks, ensuring the safety of firefighters during disaster relief becomes a major
challenge. This study collects reports related to the Russo-Ukrainian War, official
statements, and other online audiovisual and textual materials for documentary
analysis. Through this research, it is concluded that in the context of firefighting
during war, rescue missions are affected by factors such as 'a large number of
casualties and injuries,” 'mostly involving bleeding wounds,' and 'collapse of the
medical rescue system during the early stages of war." Assistance missions encounter
challenges like 'difficulty in accurately assessing environmental risks for assistance'
and ‘frequent flooding due to dam destruction caused by the war.' Disaster relief
missions are impacted by events such as 'fires and chemical disasters caused by
bombings," 'difficulty in rescue due to water and power outages,' and 'the influence of
wearing additional equipment on rescue operations.

Keywords: War Disaster, Firefighter, Disaster Rescue Safety, Rescue Capability,
Negative Influence
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