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Abstract

This study examines the context and operation of community-led disaster
prevention and relief from three perspectives: community adaptation behavior in
response to disasters, disaster risk communication and education, and the response
notification mechanism, to determine the relationship between residents’ participation
in community organizations for autonomous disaster prevention and cooperation with
public agencies. We collected data through on-site observations and semi-structured
in-depth interviews. Results shows that the public sector’s efforts to remediate streams
were well received by the residents. In addition, the residents’ awareness of disaster
gradually changed from resistance to adaptation and learning. After the 2001 landslide
disaster, the high cohesiveness of community was key to residents’ disaster risk
reduction. The study recommends that risk communication and disaster potential
assessment should be conducted to maintain community resilience and awareness of

disaster preparedness.
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